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horsemen, armed and eqxiipped for a visit to Tabreez
or Belgrade as the case might be. The yoke of serfage
was lighter, much lighter than ever it was in Europe
and Eussia; taxation, if taxation it could be called,
was only occasional; and the gathered wealth of the
peasantry remained to their own account or was repaid
by an equivalent in local advantages; they too, indeed,
were lords and proprietors of the land, not nominally
but really. Meanwhile Christians and other hetero-
geneous unbelievers occupied a position in subservience
and servility not unlike that of the Jews in medieval
Europe, or the Morescoes in later Spain ; though
deprived by Mahometan tolerance of those accompani-
ments of Inquisitions and martyrdoms, which enlivened
heretic existence in Christian-Catholic countries. Our
heterodox Easterns enjoyed, however, like the Jews of
the Ghetto, two profitable monopolies; the one of
contempt, which exempted them from military service,
and the other of usury, which made up for the depri-
vation of a share in military plunder.

Alas! With the reforms of Sultan Mahmood II.,
and the fatal ' Tanzeemat,' or ordinances of Sultan
'Abd-ul-Mejeed, all these golden days and doings have
come to an end. The firman has been cancelled by
a stroke of the pen ; the lands, nine-tenths of them,
have been resumed by Grovermnent and sold off .to the
first buyers ; the feudal rights that bound peasant to
lord, and, not a little, lord to peasant, have been sup-
pressed, abrogated: the very title of Beg, or nobleman,
only survives by courtesy, but without authority,
without official recognition or social advantage. Per-
haps a life-annuity, equalling in value about one-
twentieth of the confiscated property, was granted by-
way of compensation to the Beg of the epoch; but it
has either been already buried with him, or only